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Anderson, South Carolina is the construction site for 
one of the largest and most technically advanced  
distribution centers in the US. Walgreens, Co., the  
leading drugstore chain has started in March 2005, 
the construction works of the 70,000 sq. m. facility. 
When �nished in the beginning of 2007 it will provide 
more than 500,000 storage locations for pallets and 
containers and contain 925,000 m‡.  

SSI Schaefer is the main contractor for the material 
handling equipment on this challenging project. 
Controlled by a material �ow controller, 43 automatic 
storage and retrieval machines, over 15 km of conveyor 
and sorting technology, automatic guided vehicles, over 
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100 horizontal carousels (SCS�s Schaefer Carousel 
Systems), and other innovative technologies ensure a 
seamless interaction between technology, users and 
customers. 

The piece-picking based upon the �goods to man� 
principle with the support of the SCS�s for the dynamic 
supply of SSI Schaefer totes to the picker is a comple-
tely unique application to supply individual stores.

Based upon the ef�cient �ow of goods and infor-
mation, Walgreens will have the most modern, auto-
mated distribution center in the US to support the 
supply to approx. 700 stores in the south-eastern US. 

Mega Distribution Center for US industry Giant Walgreens

EDITORIAL
Dear Reader, 

�Individual solutions from a single source� has been 
the motto of SSI SCHAEFER since it was �rst founded. 
We have consistently pursued this basic concept con-
trary to the outsourcing trend and adapted to changing 
logistics requirements. 
With the integration of SSI Schaefer Noell and  
SSI Schaefer Peem, the company essentially has con-
tinuous added value and competence for complex 
logistics solutions right within its own company. Our 
customers generally truly appreciate the fact that 
the more multi-layered interface issues are always 
resolved internally at Schaefer.

This issue of the update illustrates that we can 
impress many customers and win new ones with 
innovative logistics concepts. Here our strong, global 
presence has played a key role, particularly for inter-
nationally active companies. The decisive factors were 
the ability to �nd solutions through partnerships and a 
collaboration based on trust. That is why we owe our 
customers a big debt of gratitude. In the end, it is they 
who determine the success of a company strategy.

Best regards

Rudolf Keller 
CEO Int. Operations
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Contract for  
project expansion

systeminnovations
Approximately six months after completion of 
the �rst project phase, the Witt group of com-
panies in Weiden has commissioned Schaefer 
with expansion of the new RFID-supported order 
picking and return warehouse. 

�The expansion of the facility was already  
provided for in the project plan but a decision 
on the timeframe and contractors was left 
open�, SSI Schaefer Project Manager Dirk 
Endter explains. Germany�s oldest textile mail-
order house wanted to obtain experience with 
the new highly dynamic logistics solution, train 
its employees and successively convert the 
processes in the new warehouse complex.

With 15 Schaefer carousels added to a future 
25 SCS carousels and 6 additional work  
stations for a total of 10 order picking areas, 
the capacity and output will be more than 
doubled. After completion of the second  
construction phase, still planned to occur in 
2006, over 5,000 containers can be sent out 
simultaneously per hour, prepared for picking, 
and then put back into storage.

Further SCS carousel systems  
for mail-order company Witt

Reduced warehousing costs, optimised use of space, 
faster response and access times � 

the Swiss company BELL AG had set some demanding 
objectives for the redesign of its production and dis-
tribution center in Zell near Lucerne. The company is 
one of the largest meat producers in Switzerland. The 
most important production, warehousing and distribu-
tion center for the poultry sector is the site in Zell. 
In 2005 SSI Schaefer implemented a warehouse and 
picking concept that has signaled the way forward: As 
a direct complement to the poultry meat business, a 
raw product and ready-made product warehouse was 
established which both met the high requirements in 
terms of hygiene and constant chain of cold storage 
units and for maximum warehouse ef�ciency. Fifteen 
modern SQS narrow aisles with 18,000 container 
positions form the heart of the system solution which 
permits a throughput up to ten times greater than stan-
dard small-parts warehouse solutions.  

Reference project for the 
 �Schaefer Quad System (SQS)� at BELL, Switzerland
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Currently one of the most state-of-
the-art order picking warehouses has 
been built in Apeldoorn, Netherlands 
for Ter Hoeven. After a thorough 
inspection of the opportunities avai-
lable for automatic small part ware-
housing and order picking, Ter Hoeven 
B.V., a supplier for paint and lacquer 
companies, decided to acquire the 
Schaefer carousel system. The deci-
ding factor was the enormous output 
of the SCS � 500 picks per person 
and hour are executed at Ter Hoeven 
at the four upstream work 
stations.

Eight SCS carousels provide 6,500 
storage locations for products which 
turn at a fast speed. Both the ware-
house containers from the carousel 
and the order containers are fed to 
the employees according to the �Pick 
to Tote� principle. In addition, a �Pick 
by Light� operator guidance system 
is used. Some warehouse containers 
are divided into 2 or 4 compartments. 
The compartment with the item to be 
removed is indicated to the order pic-

king person by a red light. A classic 
automatic small parts warehouse 
with 12,000 storage places and 
two automatic storage and retrieval 
machines is used as a buffer ware-
house for the SCS. Empty containers 
are automatically replaced with new 
ones by the small parts warehouse. 
18,000 plastic boxes and approxi-
mately 500 meters of conveyors 
run through the order picking zone. 
Completion of the facility is planned 

for June, 2006.

Contract for  
project expansion

State-of-the-art order picking  
at Ter Hoeven

Schaefer Systems International Pty, have been awarded 
the contract for the supply of storage and distribution 
systems for the new Coles Myer National Distribution 
Centers (NDC) in Sydney and Melbourne. Coles Myer Ltd. 
(CML) is one of the leading retailers in Australia. The major 
contract was awarded to SSI Schaefer in September 2005, 
following 12 months of technical clari�cations where  
SSI Schaefer�s engineers undertook detailed studies of 
CML requirements from optimizing 
stock holdings and move-
ments to order picking 
practices to 
ensure the

system met with CML own inhouse service requirements.

Both the Sydney and Melbourne NDCs are scheduled to 
open in 2007. Alan Clark, Director of Sales and Marketing 
for SSI Australia said: �It is indeed a compliment to have 
been chosen as the supplier of this prestigious project. 
Whilst the Group is very well known in Europe, Asia and the 
USA, we are relative newcomers to the Australian market.  
Even so, the company has established strong roots 

for the supply of industrial storage systems with 
some of Australia�s well-known multinational  

companies as Schaefer clients.�




